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SIR: 

Attached hereto for filing are the following papers: 

COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Our check in the amount of $0.00 is attached covering any required fees. In the event any 
variance exists between the amount enclosed and the Patent Office charges for filing the above-noted 
documents, including any fees required under 37 C.F.R 1.136 for any necessary Extension of Time to 
make the filing of the attached documents timely, please charge or credit the difference to our Deposit 
Account No. 15-0030. Further, if these papers are not considered timely filed, then a petition is hereby 
made under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 for the necessary extension of time. A duplicate copy of this sheet is 
enclosed. 
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HONORABLE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. BOX 1450 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 



The following comment is in response to the Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
provided in the Notice of Allowability dated April 9, 2004. 

The Statement of Reasons For Allowance included on page 2 of the Notice of 
Allowability states that "[n]one of the prior art of record teaches or reasonably suggests a 
developing device for an image forming apparatus comprising an additive of the developer 
having a particle size of less than 2 um and a regulating member having a surface roughness 
Rz greater than or equal to said particle size, but smaller than 2 um." While this statement 
reflects the subject matter recited in independent Claim 1, the Applicants note that this 
statement is not representative of the subject matter recited in allowed independent Claims 9 
and 1 7. Allowed Claim 9 recites a developing device for an image forming apparatus, 
comprising a developer carrier performing an endless movement while carrying a developer 
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containing toner and an additive covering said toner thereon, and a regulating member for 
regulating a thickness of the developer deposited on said developer carrier in a form of a 
layer, wherein said regulating member has a surface roughness Rz of 1 .2 jam or above, but 
smaller than 2 ^m. Allowed Claim 1 7 recites a developing device for an image forming 
apparatus, comprising a developer carrier performing an endless movement while carrying a 
developer containing toner and an additive covering said toner thereon, and a regulating 
member for regulating a thickness of the developer deposited on said developer carrier in a 
form of a layer, wherein said regulating member includes a surface layer having a tensile 
elongation ratio of 150% or above and an under layer having an Ascar C hardness of 90 
degrees or below. 

Accordingly, the Applicants submit that since this statement is not representative of 
the subject matter recited in allowed independent Claims 9 and 17, then the Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance is not applicable to Claims 9 and 17 and the claims that depend 
therefrom. 
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